ROSS TOWMNSHIP, PA (FORMERLY EMSWORTH, PA)
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| currently live in an apartment complex in Ross Township. It has a suburban feel
but you can walk out the drive and get onto sidewalks and into the West View
neighborhoods. | moved here from Emsworth after my wife passed away three
years ago. | wanted to downsize so | sold my house, | considered moving to
Bellevue because of my ties to the North Boroughs community, but | decided it
probably wasn't wise to live so close to the air pollution from Shenango.

My waba, Cecrgetie, and | lived in araas close o
Shenanga for 20 years. We moved a couple of imes
but alwrays lived within a mile and a half of the plant
After Lrang in the area and leaming a bttle abou

the Shenango Coke Warks, | bagan Raving more
concems. Georgette was a lifetong asthma sufferer
and had a number of other resairatory conditions
Before we moved to Emsworth, | tried to talk her
aut of moving there, but in Georgette’s mind we
shouldn't have to be concerned about where we
mioved because the air guality should be good
mnrwhur&. She didmt want to hawe Some Concern
pravent har frorm moning where she wanted. She
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had spent all her ife except a couple of years in

Allegherny County close to steel plants and had a lot
of health issues because of the poor air

After Georgetie passed away, | really wanted 1o
gat irvaheed in advasacy far air quality. Parthy in
her ramory, partly because | felt this was a huge
njustice. Pecple like Georgette and everyone

else shouldn’t be forced to breathe poor air when
the air could be Better. 50 | jcined the group that
was called the Meville Island Good Neighbor
Lommittee, which later changed their name to
Allegheny County Clean Air Mow, | became a
certified smoke reader, | started taking the minutes
of the meestings, and I've spoken at County Coundil
Meetrigs and at Health Departrment megtngs.



| even purchased a share in OTE Energy stock
s that | could go to thair annual shareholders
miseting and speak.

| had always been S0 protective of G'E:}TQE'.'[E' and

| wrangly assumed that my haalth wasn't being
impacted. However, whan | wauld go down to
smoke read and monitor the plant, if the wind was
blowing at us | would leave thera with a very
irritated rmouth and throat, And on days of really
bad padluticn that irntation and congestiar would
last & week ar longer

TS very ovious thene are emissions fram
Shenango. You can see them. When you are living
weith air polluticn you are comnstanthy lvirg in fesr of
what implications there are for you and your family,
The very things that promote health, like exercise
are increasing your nsk. You can't take anything

for granted and it turns your life upside down. Life
weithicut air paliution wauld frae up a lot of that
aniaty that we live with

When | started this project iy mann mobvaion
was telling my wife's story. | Believe that Geargette
passed away prematuraly due o health problems
that were largely caused by air pollution, Sut not
only do | have a deep concem for my family, but
also for the whale community that has to suffer
wiith the consequences of pollutsan.

What many people don't reallze is that we all
have skin in the game. Whether our health is
affectad now, whather wa live close to ona of
the plants or not, this is an issue that concerns
all of us. | see this as affecting generations to
come. | have two grandkids at Pitt now and I'm a
litthe concermed they rmight, after graduating, decide
to stay i the Fittsburgh area. And whaile on the one
hand I would love that, on the cther I'm thinking
miaybe it would be better for them if they chose o
live in a place that had better air quality.

Ewer since Shenanga closad, | na langer have to
worry as much about what might be in the air,
When I'm in the Norh Boroughs, | can no longer
smell the odor from Shenango. Everyone invobved
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When you are living with air
pollution you are constantly
living in fear of what
implications there are for

you and your family.

with the closure, including fellow Allegheny County
Clean Air Mow (ATCAN] members, have noticed

a s.ngr‘nﬁc ant difference since the plant has closed

It will b especially notceable sden the weathwer
gats warmer and pacple begin o spend mone time
autside. | know that more geople will natice the
differences then

My determination to work for the night to better

air quality mothvated me o be an active member
af ACCAM, | believe that this group, along with
ather envircnmental organizations, have been the
driving force in closing the Shenangs Coke Plant.
They have been 0 diligent these past few years
about gatting the health department (o respond to
rF-:_]uIa.Tnnn requrgmentis | Delieve thear actisism |!'|Ijr
encugh pressure on the company that they had no
othier chioize but to close. Shenange claimed that
the market for coke gecreased, however, | think
that it weas mostly these emaronmental groups that
shiut the pl.?l"l'. dowm. | have Dean sn |mpres-s.e|:1 with
the dedication of the pecple in our group. Even
after the closune, people still attend our monthily
rmiseting. | think that says a 1ot

If you asked me before the plant shut down
what ACCAN would have to do after closure, I'd
probably tell you that our goal would have bean
met. Howewver, now | realize there are several
important steps to take in order for the site to
remaln pollution free. e need 1o ma<e sure that
Shenango cleans the ste up, and we nead 1o e a
clean reuseé

It is also necessary for ACCAN's perspective of the story to be told through “before
and after” accounts so that no one ten years from now can say that Shenango
didn’t really have a big effect on the community.
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