FRANKLIN PARK, PR (FORMERLY BEM AVDIM, PA)

POPOVICH

CONCERNS HEALTH EFFECTS

HEART

CoORE i DISEASE

._:-"'|:
ki

OB o

oy
[} auauTy
4] orur

| moved to Ben Avon eight years ago after returning to Western Pennsylvania from
upstate New York. | lived near Avon Park and everybody would be out there walking
their dogs and pushing their kids in baby buggies. There were sidewalks and a small
downtown area. It was just a pleasant place to be, But Ben Avon is also 1/2-mile
directly across the Ohio River from Neville Island and the Shenango Coke Works.
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After returning ta the Pittsburghn area, | devaloped
a gravally vaice which | have now. | went Ba my
goctor who tested me for allergies and said | was

allergic to mold and many other things in the env
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il neaded 1o Wormy about my armenas clogging
i | did some reseanch on nutation, talked
to doctors, and found | could do a lot to help iy
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weart by changing my diet

atterded a lecture sponscred by Carmegie
Medkan University and realized that | had a bad ar det’
vill D, Archer Pope prestsertedd a study he Rad done
wiser a Ltah stesl rrill shut deneen Por six months, He
cepital admesscons, heart attacks, and resperatony
health problems decreased due o reduced air

poliution. | asked him if ar polluticn contnbuted o

my heart disease and he said, "absolutely



My heart problems persisted. In October, 2013

I woke up in the middle of the night. The
windows were open and it smelled like
Shenango was in my room. | moved to a closed
window bedroom and laid down but my heart
went into atrial fibrillation for an howr. My
Canhologest believes this was due 1o air pollutsan,
I'we tld this story at Allegheny County Board of
Health meetngs and cther publc gathenngs.

The Shenango coke plant created so much
pollution that | was forced to mowve 10 miles
north to Franklin Park where the air quality is
pristine in comparison. [ "2re | could breatne
mcre easily, no konger neaedmg 1o keep the windonws
cloged because of bad srmells and dirty air

| bebeve that OTE Energy, the company thal awns
shenango, doesn't care, There is no return om invest-
rment when they spend money SN maintésance

or air poliution control, All they Care about is the
Bottarm line. Thene s no moentng 1o make changes,
unless the regulators reguirg it, DTE's missgion is (o
rmake money for their stockholders. Pencd. |
urdderstand that. That's why I'm a OTE stockholder
I, alarg with athers, boughit ana shane of stock 5o
that we coulg go to their stockhalders’ meetings
and make a fuss. | hawve thes kind o “wihy not” way of
gaoing things in dealing with the company

It was announced in Decamber of 2015 that the
Shenangs Coke Plant was shutting down. My

first reaction was disbelief and | said, "Wow! It's
Chpsimas come garly!” and “Pwich me, | think I'm
dreaming!” My frisnds and | had zlways hooed that
it would close by 2017 or 20, but we thought that
was a long shot

Since the plant has closed, my friends el me that
the air has imgroved a Lot in Ben Avon, and we
can prove it. The Allegheny County Health Depart-
ment s ar Quality mondon in Avalon has snown a
decrease in particulate matter and other pollutants

66

| asked him if air pollution
contributed to my heart disease
and he said, “absolutely.”

I strongly believe that our grassroots organiza-
tion Allegheny County Clean Air Now contrib-
uted greatly to the close of Shenango. We put

in hours of work to show that the plant was
serlously hazardous. \We went to multiple borough
councils meetings to el theem krdw winat was gong
an, We put forward resolutions approved by those
councils i the Aleghery County Departrnent of
Health, We evan went (o the Allegheny County
Council rmsetings, ust b oul Surseies out therne
And it workeg! We were so relentless that we even
got rmedia Coverage. | rermermber oae particular
Board of Health mesting at which tha director asked
e, " lad, when ane wou going 12 g it ups | was
corvinced that the Board of Health couldn't be both-
ered by Sur Concems, 50 we had to keep kghting.

Soconding o the Amencan Lung AssoCiation, the
Fittsburgh region has the most polluted air east of
Califermia. That's not good for altracting businesses
or young pecple into the regicn, In my opinion
“Amernica’s most livable city” s nat very livable

Mewr that the plant is shut down, | get the feeling
that people think that all the work s done. However
thiere iz still & kot 1o 4o, We need 1o make sune that
a grean, nonpalluting facility replaces Shenango
That would be so uplifting

Throughout this whele experience, | learned
that you cannot do things on your own. |
counted all of the organizations that fought for
this cause in some way, and there ware more
than forty! Cur goal now is to keep developng a
retwork of people and organizabions that can help
s, beCause the ﬁghr fior l;.ll'll."iﬂ dalr r;.m.ur:,- nevar ans
There are still three major polluters on Neville 15land.

But | believe that someday that could change, if we continue to fight for clean air!
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