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ROSS TOWMNSHIP, PA (FORMERLY EMSWORTH, PA)
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CONCERNS HEALTH EFFECTS
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| moved to Ross Township just recently after spending eight years in Emsworth,

| originally moved to Emsworth because where | was living in the city was no longer
a safe and sustainable place to live and it was what | could afford after my divorce.
And | was looking for a good school because we had just gotten custody of my
grandson. So | moved with my son, my grandson, and my 92 year old father to
Emsworth in 2007, | didn't want to live in Bellevue because | remembered hearing
about their poor air quality on the news and naive me thought that it was due to
mining or that it was the only place where the air was bad.

It was a very short pericod after moving there
that | started smelling the odor. It reminded
mie of when | was a Kid and we would get
coal delivered. That was what | was smelling.
| feel really bad because | thought the smell
was actually my father doing something, like
starting fires. | didnt thing anyone had coal
furmaces anymore out | stll went outside to ses if
any of the neighbors were burning amything

Once | identified the odor, | read in the paper about

a cormmunty meating in Beallevwe, | went and thers

was a pretty good twumouwt. That was the first reali
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mvzleed, | started read g marg ana realz ng tnat if

joaned the growup and 9ot mone

wasnt just the stench. It was affecting my health and
the health of my family

When we moved miy father to Emsesarth he was
W years old but he was 50 healthy he was going
dancing two or three times a week, But he very
QuiCkly weent into Sermeentia, Ard yes e was ar
alder man but we have no history of dementia in



aur Farrely. I'm not convinced that his demise,
which was a horrible death, was not a result of
being exposed to that pollution at a vulnerable
age. And | am feeling the effects now (oo | don't
hawve asthrma but | do feel shortness of breath when
| have to climb these hills. And | actually went tc the
doctonrs for an echocardiogram because my legs
swellad, | have edema and they're not surs wiby

| feel like a5 a human baing, | have a responsibility
to leave this planet better than | found it. 've spent
waars talking to the EPA and the allegnemy County
Health Department, and all kinds of people about
these issues. |'ve persaonally taken a heck of a
beating from miy family because they believe | am
taking pobs away. | think if you have the potential 1o
change things and maybe make it better, not cnly
far yourself, but for the rest of the warld, | dant
understand nat identfying with that.

| feel that for most of our elected officials the priority
15 Boirgeng in the jobs no mattes e cost TR
primary motivation has been bringing corporations
wihd are dealing with the fossil fuel mdustry and
they're not focusing on what we have already proven
haare in Pittsburghy that we da o wedl, bke health anad
education. And there is a price 1o be paid witn that

| believe that the Shemango Coke Plant shut down
due ta the efforts of several ermvircamental QroLpS
like Clean Water Action, Group Against Smog ang
Pollution, Penn Future, and Allegheny County Clean
Air Mow, Thase activists realized the dirty deed that
SHE‘"IEI-I'IQ{:- wias doing. and | think it was easier for
shenango to close down than deal with the require-
mients that wee were asking from therm, But Shenango
i5 just one plant. There are at least four other major
plants that contnbute 1o pollution around the area,
Our traffic also causes a lot of pollution, There's a
large number of factors concerming the pollution that
woe must be aware about,

Oin a bettar note, | have naticed significant changes
if iy Pealth since the plant shut down, | Can walk a
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| think if you have the potential to
change things and maybe make
it better, not only for yourself, but
for the rest of the world, | don't
understand not identifying
with that.

mile and a half perfectly fine now, | really bellewve
that the decrease in pollution has improved my
ability to exercise. Since | moved into assisted
living, | no longer have to worry about pollution.
Heewever, it is still in the back of my mind. Recently,

| drove dowwn 85, and | was 5o shocked that | could
no longer smell that putrid odor that | rememiber 5o
well. | used to feel 5o bad for the pecple that had t©
live there, but now | Can take comfort knowing that
they do not have to suffer anymorne

But, that does not mean that overything 1z solved
To truly get what we want, we need to have
good politicians who can control what busi-
nesses are coming in and out. We need to reach
decision-makers at the top to fully impact the
emvironment. It is always about the almighty
dollar for these companies. Ve seem o lake e
easy way, which ultimately causas pollution
Howrgwar, thal 15 starting 1o change. | think
shenango realzed that fossil fuels are not the
future- sclar is. | hope that whatever takes over will
be sclar-ralated. Since the heaalth department hasn't
Deen doang 1S job, emaranmental groups need o
miake sura that happens.

| think that these is still 3 ng, wphil Battle to go.
The environmental groups stll have a lot to do, We
rneed to make sure that this site gets cleaned up,
and that a bettern ingustry takes ns place

We need an industry that is going to benefit cur community instead of being more
detrimental. The problems are so long-range, and it's not going to go away overnight.
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