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I've been a resident of Avalon for almost ten years now. | chose to live here because
of the convenience. It's not too far away from downtown and it's accessible to all
major highways. | guess the best thing | like about it is, this house and some of the
other homes here are beautiful. It's just a very tranquil, low key community, Not a
lot of stress, violence, A desirable place to live,
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I do landscaping and o on really bad days | just
wouldn't do my work. I'd go to another town or
gao on to another job away from the plant and
wait for a day when it wasn't as bad so | could do
vy work hare. 30t that's a really terrible thing to say,
to have to alter your Life to get away from your work
o getl away lrom a very unhealthy condisan, But
that's how | would address it

It not just a coal soot like from many years 390
that Pittsburgh acguired from the buming of
furnaces, This was a wery unusual element. Black
S0t DUt also an il compostion o it The siding
attractad this soot. it would embed itself in the
PYE siding or wood, | would take a rag and try to
weipe it off But it weowld just srmear right into it The
anly way 1o really get it off would be spray it with a
Bleach compound and wash it with a garden hossa
We're talking about something that's really a
staining element, a filth element, and when
you're breathing that in, you have to ask, what
is that deing to your lungs?

| found out about Shenangs closng because we
woere actually invited to a Chnstmas party and our
neighbor had a newspaper, on the front page an
article said that Shenangg would be closing down
ar January Lath It felt great. When | read that in
the paper. | was just elated. | thought | can't believe
it. | can't believe they are finally going to shut
dowen, | guess when you're lving this close to that
every day, for year after year, putting up with it, the
permanent finture of society that's a thorn in every-
one's sde, it's awonderful feeling. Mow that | walk
outside and | can breathe the air and it's not that
smell anyrmdre, it's fice.

IUs been a huge differgnce People are outside
migre, This year | noticed, more than ever, people
jogging, whes nobody really ran arownd here Lbst
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But right here, right now, right
across the river, with Shenango
not being there, there is a huge

difference in the way this
community smells.

waar, You'd be lucky to see 2 jogger on the road and
then you scratehed your head and said winy s ha
running to get a work out, and breathe this? But it's
Been a4 big turmaround, e notced mone and mone
pecple outside, especially this summer. Which is

a really good thing, There's still things that smell
arcund here like the sewer plant down by McHess
Rocks, theres certain other elements and factones
that probably need to be addressaed, But right here,
right now, rght across the rver, with Shenango not
being there, there is a huge differance in the way
this cormmunity emells. IUs a8 much maore desirable
area to be in now that the plants been shut down,

There's still a lot of air pollution around Pittsburgh
though. | unk there needs o De e momnitonng
of these plants, | was vary impressed when | went
to the meeting and earned thers was a Camerna
24/T monitoring Shenangg and its operations

and what time and the smoke. Everything canr

ba detected if you probe deep encugh inta the
sources and the mes and imvestigate it encugh
you can find out what plants are doing, what
Lhey're burning, whal’'s their chemicals, what they
are doing

I'd like to see, who knows, maybe an industrial plant can come in that produces
solar panels, that fabricates and makes solar panels, and sells them. That's

not saying there’s not toxics there either but | think that there’s a lot of other
corporations and industries that can come in that are environmentally friendlier,

much more so than Shenango.
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