BELLEWVUE, PA

WODARCZYK
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I've been a resident in Bellevue for several times, now for & years, then | was away
for 5 years, then | was here for 4 years before that, Before that | lived along Bellevue
Road which isn't that far away either. 3o | spent quite a few years in this area. | work
Downtown so it's a very easy place to get to.
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that every place had that kind of pollution until

ietually learned about Shenargs fram a nesgaos. | became aware of other people’s concerns. And
WaS FE fimpervious to the living situ I did become alarmed, especially when | heard

aticn and 1o the Sheénango coke plant. But | had about the children having lung problems. and
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no evidence of a lung problem bessdes reatable
preumania, But then in January of 2005, Iwent to
Lhe doctor lor some reason. He ordered a chesl
x-Ray and they found scaming on the lungs. was
rerdlly concermed because | idmt know Rio that
happened. | had a very bad cough, and | remember
iy Domary-care doctor sent me imrmediately 1o a
pulmonciogist. And the pulmonalogist said "Well,
thene's no e ey for this condition except a lung
transplant and you'r2 too old.” This was the first
time | was rmeeling thes doclor and | was really
shacked by that

We did mold testing at our house, snce tha house
wei live i s pretty old we thought maybe we had
scxme kind of ernargnrmental something in the
houwse that was the problem. And they took the
test and fiound no Black mald in the house. The
gentleman who did the test ud an oulside t2st and
an inside test. He said that the exact sarme air that's
outside is inside, %o | knew then that if there was
ary palluticn gutside the houge, it was also insida
the house,

| talked to my doctor aDout whether or Not this
plant could hawve some effect an this lung deease,
because | had been away from Pittsburgh for 3 few
years and didn't have a problem. He sad it would
have 1o De determined by morne te Stil"II;I. out It could
b possible, but thene dre ather factoss that wors
part of the lung problem, So he did more testing, |
did Rave a bronchoscope which ruled out cancer
whichwas good. My doctor has noticed a slight
improvement in my condition since January
2016. | was on no medication to assist in the
healing of the lungs so | don't know if we can
say It was cause and effect. Thers are other
factors that do detenrmire hat in sorme ways, but
there must be some relationship because
something has improved smce that plant closed.
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And the pulmonologist said
‘Well, there's no remedy for

this condition except a lung
transplant and you're too old.’

This was the first time | was
meeting this doctor and | was
really shocked by that.

| have o tell you very truthfully | had mixed feel-
s wien the plant closed. Al once | was releved
bacause | knewe that the people in this area wera
viry concermied about the health problems the
exhaust from the company was causing, At that
commurity meeling | went Lo, | had heard that Lthere
had been some efforts to changs things, but that
wasnt sufficient encugh. | guess another part of
mie asked ‘How many pecple are going to lose jobs
because of his? And where are they going 1o find
wanrk for themiselves and pronade fior their familiss?”
-'-E'IC-..Igl"'l tnat was a concen | had, the fact that it's
safer for the envirgnmert, that's a good thing, But |
hope thal the pecple ded gel olber jobs

| think a5 human beings we want 1o do what's seems
the bast for us and what's probably the best work
where | can earm a lnving to provide for my family and
for maself, We live in a society that wants to mase
mioney and be efficient. But to take that extra step
to promote and to provide opportunities that
can save the environment and save air quality
and provide for the future of the planet, not
necessarily the future of one's own needs, | think
that is important for us to think of as well.

MNow that Shenango is closed |'ve spent some time dreaming what could happen
next in that place. | thought, wouldn't it be wonderful if that site became it's
opposite, a source of environmental life in some way, and to help people to save
the environment? To get better air would be helpful in terms of creating a healthier

environment for people.
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