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I ive in Avalon and | actually own a business in the neighboring community of Bellevue,
Avalon is about a ten minute drive slightly north of downtown Pittsburgh and we

are located up on a hill across from Neville Island. We have lived in Avalon for about
ten years, and two and a half years before that we rented an apartment in Bellevue,
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ell at our hause in Avalon, and certainky wher poink, i wasm § amytming that | ingugnt at IL W
youreE on Route 65 at certain brmes of the year o was house shoppmg. D might have chosen to
f the day vou could smel, them a: live in a different area, which would mean that

I tat rtaly Lrriited cur activitees, Weve fnever wa would have our store in a different area and
planted a garden at our house, | was worried that our lives would be completely different.



The biggest problem with the plant was the smell,
Eeing that my store is in Bellevue, pecple might
come in and ask, “Whal's that smell oul there?” I'd
have to explain that it was our air quality, | could
show them the air quality meter that we had in the
store, and that our air inside was good. We carry
Lhe Speck mombor al our store, which is analher
neat side effect of getting involved in the fight.
When people knew we were invalbed in it | think
that made them a litthe more prone to talk to us
about it Anylime there are pelibons going around
related to local environmental issuas, we always
keep one in the store on the counter and talk 1o
people about it,

| think we are in a unique position 1© do that
because we are 3 ‘natural parenting store,” A
majority of our custormer base is concermed with
the ervironment. If they're seeking products that
are natural and arganic, cbviously they want the air
and water that their kids are breathing and drinking
to be non-toxic and organic too. 5o, | never felt
lixe it was potentially detrimental v cur business

in any way o be cpen in support of that, | used to
call, I'm not sure if it was the Health Depariment
or the plant, on any day that | could smell the
plant. We actually called Shenango directly some-
Lirrvas. | would say, "Hey, | just wanted (o report
that we're up here in Avalon and | can smell your
stinky plant. You guys should do something about
that” | weas impressed that a few times they called
back and gave feedback on the call. It was more
than | expected from them , given the fact that they
seemed to be this terrible entity down there that
doesn't follow any regulations.

| learned about Shenango closing from one of e
other actvists | krow whio carmes ints the store. |
think relief was my first reaction, It came out of
rowhere. And my immediate response: “Yay, they're

closing, but | feel really horrible for all the peopls
who work there” But still, ternibly rebeved for cur
community in general, for the clean air that we can
breathe now, absclutely.

The air just feels cleaner now that they're not
around. It's easier to breathe outside. Trere
aren't stmky days arymore. I just smels like outsde,
| would imagine that this hign humidity wave that
we've had the past two weeks here probably would
have been a ime where the air quality would have
been really hormble and stinky a5 a result.

Moy that Shenange is closed, the air guality prob-
lems aré imaroved but not sabved. | think there's
siill @ It of work 1 be done in Allegheny County
for sure. We still have arother plant wp e river
that could be dealt with, and there's a place in
Lawrenceville | know is a beg deal | sbll think that
there’s probably a decent impact on the air quality
froem all of the fracking that goes on too. There
are mary other areas that we could address, it's
defintely not solved, but in our immediate reigh-
borhood it's vastly improved,

IU'd be nice if they replaced the plant with something
green and eco friendly, maybe turn it into a solar
plant or something like that, | certainly don't want to
e some Sther toxic polluting thing go n there.

But, if they could come up with something that could actually benefit the environment
that would be wonderful. We obviocusly need as much renewable energy as we can
get before we run out of fossil fuels. It caused so much harm, it would be nice if in its
next life it would be doing good things for the environment instead.
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