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I've been a resident of Avalon for the past five years. Avalon is nestled between
Eellevue on the one end and Ben Avon on the other. It's in that long corrnidor near
the Ohio River, It's very close to Neville |sland, the end of Neville Island where the
Shenango plant is. | can see the smokestacks from my porch,
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that would go e manthly meetings at Shenango.
We did that for e years, talking (o the people in
the plant and stuff Like that. We fiinally guit when |
said, "This is just B.5, What they're doing is just using
us a5 PR to basically say "Oh look we're warking
with the community,” They werg just having thess
dinners and there was absolutely nothing being
done. When we quit, we did a ot of publicity about
it. | walked up and gave therm the letter of resig-
nation with TV cameras and the press. | think that
Was a good step n the nght direchon i actually
creating the group ang getting that publicity.

In Minnescota there was this feeling, with the peaple
and the elected officials, of environmental respon-
sibility. Not being a native Pittsburgher, there is a
different culbure here, Pollution is just an accepted
part of living here that | found a little disturging.
There's more of 3 concern about the ervironmental
factars versus ecanamic growth and jobs i Minne-
5043, For example, at Shenango there's 140 people
working there compared to thousands of pecple
living im the area. That's just, to me. a no-orainer but
irs this area it wasA't | see that as one of the real big
battles here. The culture has to change i really get
things to happen.

| learned about Shenango closing when some-
body from the group emailed about it 30 that

was very exciting. My first thought was “Yay! Merry
Christmas!” | just couldnt believe it | thought, "0k
wihat's the hook herg?” It was a big relief, We would
worry in the past about having barbeques. We have
a really nice back porch and if you invite people
over and it stinks, it ruins the whole scenario, On

a day-to=day basis you couldnt keep the window
open if it was a bad smell day, All that changed. In
the spring we were able to spray down the sides of

our house, which were completely soot encrusted.
We used to do it regularty but then the soot waould
come back. It was just thick on the windowsills and
on the siding of the house. Now it's easy to clean
up. The house looks better. You feel better, oo,

| don't feel lke we need to move, | would watch
the housing market in Avalon and | would see a
house on the market forever, There's no way | can
objectvely know how much the plant and the air
problem had o do with that but it did worry me

I'm haging that this could be a beginning of rervig-
arating the community, I'm hoping for that,

Certainly the air is much improved Dut | know that
this area is not good with paliution. IUs rated as
one of the worst in the natign. There's a big point
about Pittsburgh being “the maost Iveable city” My
friends will call me up after reading an article about
some journalist fiying into Pitsburgh and hanging
out downtown and being excited about what's
going on down there. The thing is, the city and
the powers that be have to make good on that
promise that this is one of the most Liveable
cities in the weorld and it's not as long as the air
quality isn't there.

Certainly the last thing we want would be for somebody to come and try to rebuild
a plant. What the group is talking about in the sense of a solar plant, that sounds
really appropriate to me. That would be a wonderful situation and it would really
show that Pittsburgh is really trying to move into the 21st century with energy. 5o |

hope that happens.
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