BELLEWVUE, PA

HOLMES

CONCERNS HEALTH EFFECTS
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| moved to Bellevue in 2004 when | bought my house here. It kind of reminds me of
the small town | grew up in. | got tired of having to drive everywhere, of not being
able to just walk. | like the house where | live because | have a view of the QOhio
Hiver in the winter. It's about a quarter mile to the river and | like walking there.

srmcke, boome it eas just stressful. The people that
lived here in that smoke, especially the kids, are

suffering from it every single day.

I AIe Qonorave i 2| gualty aboul Nay Ly
doors and windows open anymore. People say
that to avoid indoor air pollution all you have to
do is open your windows but here if you opened
When | mdeed here my bl 500 veerg Inarg wath your windows you were letting in worse

e My oldest son has 2 mild case of asthma When  pollution than was Inslde but not anymore.,



meeting and | stopped by o see that there was 3
new group of people who were really passionate
and serious about change.

| rermemiber 3 community meeang with the Healh
Departrmient and they wiens gring us a tutanal on
coke making, as if everyone wanted to know how to
make coke because Shenango was in the commu-
iy The longer | sat there listening, the angrier
I got about the problem Shenango was having
with their equipment not working properly.

And there was the Health Department official, as if
they were a represeniative of the comparry, trying
to dissuade everyone’s anger. Al that point | said,
“Theyre violating the rules. They're ocut of control.
Their plant is notworkng as efficiently as it showld”
| simply asked if they had the power and authority
to shut them down, They wouldn't answer the
question, and | asked two or three more times

| sensed in the audience that they were thinking |
WAS Going oo far i the way | was asking the
question. "They're here 1o help us, right?” What |
was seeing was that they were not here to help us.
They were herz to help themselves,

It was a cormplete surprise when | heard on the
radio that Shenango was closing. | think that
everyone in Bellevue, especially the political
pecple, should lock at that as a momentous day
in the life in the North Boroughs. There's no accu-
rmislation of particles and soot in my windowsills, It
is nothing like what it was before, where every few
days vou have a buildup of 500t in your house, It
had vastly improved.

According o DTE. it was a business Gownturn,

just a lack of demand for their product. | have no
reason o believe that that's not true, I'd like to think
that whatever we did may nave had sometning o
do with it. The paint is, they're snut down and we
have to make sure that another polluting industry
doesnt take their place. I'd like to see a park—a
green area, [twould be nice, but it's an industrial

area 50 | doubt that's going to happen. Another
possibility, people have mentioned a solar array or
ather renewable energy. That's the ideal use for
thiat. It should be an improvernent and contribute o
air gquality rather than detracting from it

If & sclar array wouldn't be a good thing as far as
proaducton of alectnsity goes, it wauhs al least

be symbalic. | think that, in and of itself, it would
be a big stimulus for this area and areas lixe this

to promicte solar energy generation, It would be
looing at tomorrow rather than yvesterday. That

15 whisne prograssive companmes have (o be, They
have to balieve that it's possible to do that, and it 15,

Pecple have to get out of that mindset that industry
means poor air. We should be beyond thal by mow.
We can overcame that by pointing 1 areas that
aren't as polluted. In a lot of cases, other econo-
migs are better than ours, You don't have to give up
jobs o have cleaner air

[ went i the DTE Shareholders meeting this year,
We were there just as advocates for maybe turning
it imto a solar farm or some form of renewable
energy. But outside of that, | didn't 2ense that it was
misch of a concern to them.

They talked about energy and they talked about their investment in a solar facility
that is in construction right now in Michigan. We suggested they do something
similar here. They were open to it, and happy that we suggested it. The fact that
they're an energy company, and they're capable of doing it, who knows. They may
surprise us and do it. Hopefully they will. That would be nice.
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