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CONCERNS HEALTH EFFECTS
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When my husband and | moved to Ben Avon in 1986, we thought we had found the
perfect neighborhood. Ben Avon is convenient to downtown, has sidewalks and
plenty of trees, and an interesting mix of residents and homes. Qur house and yard
were small, but surrounded with trees, and we had a lovely deck, We felt lucky to
have found this home.
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| ived in Ben Avon for 18 vears, When we outgrew
Qur home, | decrded against anothes home heee far
Qe reason onty: the pollutson. We moved 1o Chio
Township, more than bwo miles from Shienango. It
WS disappointing o Contirue o su ffer Sherar‘rg-:fs.
pollatesn, albeit an a lirted Basis, even winen Sur
distance from the plant Quadrupled.

| figund that the Group Against Smog and Follution
[GA5F) and Clean Water Action (CWA) were great
resources Lo me. | evantually becarme a GASP
bBoard member. | also became a certified smake
reader in order to visually moniter tha plant.

Owar an 11 year period, | saw endless pollution
firsthand. | made countless reports of viclations
to ACHD. In response, | was reqularly admanished
to "he patient” and to understand the dificulty in
contralling and maintaining a coke plant

| came 1o view the numerous Shenango consent
agreements as a revolving dogr, First, pollution
complaints from residents that ACHD or the EPA
Coud o longer ignore themm. Then, nspectons would
increase their presence at the plant and document
significan: violations, Megotated fines, the promise of
improved performance, and consent agreements
follpwed, After a short period of improved compli-
ance, poliution would ramp up as Mmaintenance and
adnerence o proper practices declined, complaints
would increase, restarting the cycle...

| participated in monthly Mewille 1sland Good
Meighbecr Cammitbee maegtings that were hedded
by CWA. | also attended meetings held onsite by
OTE Shenango until | realized that residents like me
woere being pacified by the company while polu-
tion continued, unchanged.

In iy apinicn, two breakthroughs occurred in thea
Shenango battle. First, an energized groun of resi-
dents formed ACCAN and focused their attention
salely on Shenango, Then, ACCAN connected with
the CMUCREATE Lab to develop a Camera system
to provide 2407 documentation of Shanango's
ermissions that regulators could not ignors,
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| made countless reports of
violations to ACHD. In response,

| was regularly admonished to
“be patient” and to understand
the difficulty in controlling and

maintaining a coke plant.

The CREATE Lab produced a video for ACCAMNS
2015 Annual Meeting which was attended by
community members, ACHD, EFA, and Shenango
wieorkers and managers. Throughout the meeting.,
the video looped non-stop. ilustrating the most
egreqgious epsodes of pollution, | beleve a turning
point for OTE ocourred when an ZPA administrator
remarked o the audience that what he saww in the
video 'is totally unacceptable.”

A mionth later, when | read the first email about the
Shenango shutdown, | thought it was a joxe. |7 dadnt
seem possible that the pallution would ever stop
When my son, who now lives in Philadelphia, heard
about the closure, he immediately phoned me. His
first question was "Mum, what are you going to
do now?” The guestion stunned me as | realized
that, for his entire life, my battle with Shenango
Was ever present. He was now approaching the
age | was when | moved 1 Ben Avon, and nothing
had changed wuntil that announcement,

When Shenango shut dowen, a cloud, literally and
figuratively, litted frorm the area. [ wasnt just the
polluation that ended, but alss the cloud of frustra-
tian and helplessress hat hung over many of ws
wiht daalt wath &, I'm conhdent that the ecandmics
of envirgnmental comabance played a role in DTE'S
decsion o shut down. | feel especially happy for
thiose who live closest to the plant and suffered

the rmast. But we still suffer the effects of pollution
fram Shanango

The asthma | developed when | lived in Ben Avon will never go away. | worry about
what other health problems my husband and | will suffer because we lived in Ben
Avon for 18 years, and worse, what problems my son could develop because he

spent the first half of his life there.
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