BELLEWVUE, PA
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CONCERNS HEALTH EFFECTS
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I've been a resident of Bellevue for almost seven years now. My wife and | had never
lived here before, but Allegheny County kept getting great scores in the media as
one of the best places to live, We liked Bellevue because it was affordable with
good public transportation. The people here are also nice and hard-working,

But we didn't know about the Shenango Coke Plant when we bought our home.
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| did some research and found out that asthima
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| cverheard people talking about the Shenango in this commun iy But when you awn a home
plant at the barbershop when | was getting my har it not a liquid asset. Wa had the feeling that
cut, and | decided to join Allegheny County Clean "Oh; | have this plece of property and I'm kind of
Aar Mo (ACCAM). | Decarme much my e FerEs e trapped.” | can't afford to move but there is an
in air problerms because a year after we moved actual, physical cost to our health living here.



Ag | began 1o carvass the neighborhood, | realized
that the people were as awarz of the stuation as |
was. | discovered thal Shenango was not only an
enviranmental but 3 class issue, Clean air should
mot be something that only rch people can have,
It should be 2 basic human right, The gwners of
Shenango expect the working class 1o bear all of
the negative health effects from the plant, while
they collect a dvidend check. They dom't live here,
50 they don't care if we get sick,

| werste bw editorials that were gublished in the
Pittsburgh Fost-Gazette on the need for something
to be done about Shenanga. My area of expertise
is financial journalism and | happened to know that
there were some big asset managers that owned
large stakes in OTE Energy which owns Shenango,
They could potentially infiuence how DTE behaves
52 | became very interested inwriting about that. |
figured what little | could do, | would try.,

After rmy second aditonal came out, | got a call
froem a woman who said her husband used to own
Shenangs. She'd read the article and was very
unhappy with what had been done with the facility
and wanted to help. The thing that impressed me
about her concern was it seemed like a very Pitts-
burgh thing. If | had written that article in Mew York,
there's no way that the wife of the former owner of
the facility would call me afterwards,

When | first heard the plant was clasing, | was
averjoved. | also felt sad people would be losing
their jobs, but you have to think of the greater
good. There are about seventy thousand people
whio are downwind from this facilty, and there were
173 pecaole who lost their jobs, It seems like such a
paradox that | am 0 torn between the two sides.
These companies try to divide us, when really
the workers had to breathe the pollutants in too,
and it was probably far worse for them.

Mows that the plant is closed, | feel like my life is
going back to normal. Dwalk my dog every day and
| totally notice the difference, Or rather, | really don't
have to think about it quite as much. | don't have

to smell that norrible smell amymore and | don't
hawe to wonder what harrible thing I'm breathing. |
feel like | can run again. My wife's asthma has also
improved. All the soot on the bulldings isn't gone
wel though as it's caked on.

Cwverall. | think pecple in the community are happy
about the closure. I've Lalked o a Lol who are glad
they don't have to worry about the air anymore. |
think the business owners are nappy, too. They
think it will increase foot traffic. To have a commu-
rity that is not a8 polluted may actually help the real
estate prices because people don't want to bring
their kids to a place that's podluted.

Hewrever, the fight is not finished, There are still
sorme facilities on Neville 1sland and throughout the
county that affect our air, Plus we still don't know
what s going 1o take place on that site. It's bult fer
industrial use 5o we have to make sure that a good
industry takes its place | think a solar array would be
agreat idea, It would certainly improve community
relaticns in the Bellevus area.

I think in Allegheny County, DTE Energy has a black stain on its record. They created
a few jobs but polluted us a lot along the way. If they turned that facility into a solar
array it would really boost their corporate image and it would create jobs. That
facility has a long history of polluting the air and causing all of these problems.

To actually turn it into something green would be a nice ending to that story.
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